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‘‘The Play’s the thing !’"—Ask for Thomas's Observer ive. 
Covent Barden Theatre. 


Tue tragic Play of Pizarro was acted here yesterday evening, when 
Mr Young sustained, for the last time, the character of the Peruvian 
hero, and was much applauded throughout. G. Bennett’s Pizarro, 
and Miss Taylor’s Cora were exeellent. After the Play, Captain Hew- 
itson’s Melo-drama of The Blind Boy was revived for the purpose of: 
enabling EllenT ree to display her melo-dramatic talent in the hero, and 
a very pleasing and interesting performance it was. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

THE way in which the plays of our sweet swan of Avon have been 
mangled in order to adapt them for performance, is a disgrace to the 
English stage. Richard the Third is one of the most wonderful pro- 
Guctions of our immortal bard, and though in its original state it is: 
too long for representation, it would have been no very difficult task, 
(by omitting certain passages which may be thought superflaous or 
obsolete, to render it a complete whole, without the additions and 
transpositions which Colley Cibber, in his wisdom, has deemed right 
to make in his patchwork drama, now acting under sanction of Shaks-~ 
peare’s great name. Much to the credit of Mr Macready he did at- 
tempt, in March 182], to restore Shakspeare’s Richard the Third ta 
the stage, and that the attempt was not successful, must be attributed 
to the influence of habit, and the erroneous opinion most people en- 
tertain of the character of Gloa’ter, added to which the unthinking 
portion of the public, (by far the largest half of most audiences,) are 
become eo accustomed to Cibber’s play, believing it Shakspeare’s, that 
‘any change appeared to them, little less than sacrilege. © Last night, 
Mr Macready personated the Duke of Glos'ter, for the first time these 
eight years, and arduous as is the task for any one to steer clear of 
the charge of copying the celebrated actor who has made this cha- 
racter so peculiarly his own, without tamely slurring over many of 
the finest points, Macready completely achieved it, marking with 
great beauty and discrimination al! the nicer shades of the character, 
and rendering the whole such a performance, as none but an actor of 
real genius, possessing great physical and mental energy could exhibit. 
We have not space to do justice to Mr Macready by pointing out all. 
the beauties of his performance, but we should be unjust not tu men- 
tion his courtship of Lady Anne, and his preceeding solilogay which 
were admirable. 

The whole of the fourth act was excellently acted, as was the scene 
with his offcers before he enters hig tent, bot that which struck us 
most was where he started from his couch in despairing horror, for 
never did even Kean in his best days present so fearful and appalling a 
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picture of bodily and mental agony, it absolately chilled one’s blood to 
look at him. His death was highly effective, and he had the good 
taste to omit the imprecation, which, though Shakspeare’s, is notin 
this Play, but is uttered by Northumberland on hearing of Percy's 
death. At the end of the Tragedy Macready was loudly called for, 
and he came forward and announced Richard for Monday next amidst 
repeated cheers. Hyder “li concluded. ain fas 

The Christmas Pantomimes.—Mr Farley’s preparations, on a new 
and extensive scale, are in active progtess at Covent Garden Theatre, 
for the production of his annual exhibition of fun and frolic, and when 
we acquaint our readers that the agile and gracefal Ellar is to be the 
Harlequin, the comic Paulo the Clown, and the inimitable and unrivalled 
Barnes the Panialoon, they may safely confide in our augury of spend- 
ing a ‘‘ merry Christmas,” and, we trust we may add, ‘a happy new 
year.” | Tt 

Drury Lane is, we hear, also about putting forth its well known 
strength in a similar species of annual festivity, and there can be no 
doubt, from the tact and talent of Wallack and T. Blanchard, who 
are getting up the Pantomime, that we shall have something worthy of 
this splendid establishment, and of commensurate advantage to the 
Treasury. . | 








; Fashionable Lounges _. 

- Qo the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. , 
Dear Mr. Epiror, I address you from the elegant and commodious Din- 
ing Rooms, Leicester Place, corner of Leicester Square, where I have just 
dropt in ‘to take my Dinner—here I find a profusion of newspapers, exquisite 
coffee, pretty and obliging waitresses, and what is a great consideration, very 
moderate charges—do pop in and (ake a snack—just wish to say a wurd—beg: 
Parsee, hope I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—! have to mention, that 
*ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, 

at one or other of the Grand Loungss about town.’ .-- - 

Menday [ visit the Diorama, in the Regent’s, Park, to see'the two new aud 
enchanting Views—Mount St. Gothard, painted by M. Daguerre, and Village 
of Unterseen, in Switzerland, Painted by M. Daguerre—these chef d’euvres, 
will shortly close to make room for two other beautiful Views just finished, 

Afterwards, I inspect the wonder of wonders, TheGigantic Whale, the length 
of which is 95 feet, at the handsome Pavilion, Charing-Cross,—hundreds of 
the curious, visit this Queen of the Seas, which excites the admiration, and « 
astonishment of the public. . 

Tuesday callat the Queen’s Bazaar 78, Oxford Street—splendidly fitted-up and 
magnificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, the 4 Views, by Stan‘eld, 
highly interesting—Lounge in the Physiorama, 14 Views from all parts of the 
-werld truly unique and beautiful—Step into the Room where Burns’s Jolly 
Beggars are exhibited, composed of 8 Figures, the size of life, by the self- 
taught Scottish Artist, which fer delicate conception, gracefulness of attitude, 
proportion of parts, & exquisite finish of workmanship have never been equalled. 

On Friday, 1 pop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Neec!e-Work, in 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Saturday evening call in at Brett’s, 109, Drury-Lane, for my weekly allow- 
ance of Cream of the Valley, and Patent Brandy, as recommended by my Phy- 
sician. Can’t bear to give trouble, so just pop a,couple of bottles in ny pockets, 
and order a gallon of each to be sent to Mrs.——-, who, though a most exem- 
plary member of the Temperance Society, has no objection to a drop of good 
stuff, taken medicinally. 

Last night I had a puzzler j;~just as I was putting on my night-eap, “ Pav,’ 
said. Mrs. Pry, ‘‘ whatis more brilliant thag Peak’s wit, or blacker than Miss 
Love’s eyes? I made a hit—Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a good one ?— 
put Lintrude, beg pardon, your’s, &c, ; PAUL PRY. 


























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
This Evening, the Opera, in 3 Acts, called 


The Barber of Seville 


Count Almaviva, (first time) Mr WOOD, 
Figaro, (the Barber). first time, Mr.H. PHILLIPS, 
Dr. oe (first time) Mr SEGUIN, 

: us, Mr. ROSS, . 
"Basil, Mr BEDFORD Fiorello, ‘Mr JONES, 
ag Mr EATON, ‘ 
Officer of the Guard...... icndiaidal Mr: NEWTON, 
Notary, Mr HONNER, 
Rosina, Mrs WOOD, Jacintha, Mrs MAPLESON, 
: Marcellina, Miss RUSSELL. 


In the First Act, Mr Wood will sing the admired Serenade from £a 
Donna del Lago. 


To the Second Act, Mrs Wood will sing ‘the celebrated Grand Scena, 
from the Opera of ZELMIRA. 
And, in the Third Act, Mrs Wood will sing, for the First Time 
_at this Theatre, Rossini’s gelebrated Pingle, from. thp 
‘oA - Bw Opes of penne et otal a meet nn thBPES Ae ey, 28 
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" Ahter whieh, the F ior 


Phe Scape Goat. 


“Old Eustacé, Mr SHES, 
nts, Mr BRINDAL, _Ignativs Polyglot, Mr FARREN, 
Robin. Mr RQSS, 
Master ‘Péederick, Miss MARS ALL, darviet, Mies CRAWFORD, 
ay oie » Melly Maggs, Mrs URGER, 





alleen -oaeemneeeml 


«To conclade with, th=Paree of 


High Life Below Stairs. 


'Lovel, Mr. CO R, 3 
Duke’ sf Selvatit elds de a Te%s ‘shes a, eh telataatiade Mr BALLS, 
Si ‘Harry’s Servant, Mir HARLEY; 
Lady 5ib’s Maid... 2.520... . Mrs ORGER, 
Kitt y, Mis HUMBY, 
Lady Charlotte’s Maid. eeatan > Mi iss’ CHERRY.. 


=  o-morrow,' Mreaviello, ' and H yder Ali. 

















Theatre Royal, Drury:Lane. 








This Evening, the Opera, in 3 Acta, called 


The Barberof Seville 
Count Almaviva, (first time) Mr WOOD, 


Figaro, (the Barber) first time, Mr.H. PHILLIPS, 
Dr. — (first time) Mr SEGUIN, 


| es Mr ROSS, .. vil 
‘Basil, Mr BRDFOR Fiorello, Mr JONES, 
Tallboy, Mr EATON, . 
Officer of the eee Ss 5 055. oas0 Mr NEWTON, 


Notary, Mr HONNER., 
Rosina, Mrs WOOD, Jacintha, Mrs MAPLESON, 
Marcellina, Miss RUSSELL. 
In the First Act, Mr Wood will sing the admired Serenade from La 
Donna del Lago. 
In the Second Act, Mrs Wood will sing the celebrated Grand Scens, 
from the Opera of ZELMIRA. 


And, in the Third Act, Mrs Wood eill sing, for the First Time 
at this Theatre, Rossini’s celebrated Finale, from the 
Opera of Cinderella, 





After which, the Farce of 


The Scape-Goat. 


Old Eustace, Mr HUGHES, 
Charles, Mr BRINDAL, Ignatius Polyglot, Mr FARREN, 
Robin, Mr ROSS, 
Master Frederick, Miss MARSHALL, Harriet, Miss CRAWFORD, 
Molly Maggs, Mrs ORGER, 





To conclade with, the Faree of 


High Life Below Stairs. 


Lovel, Mr COOPER, 
Dal a GOs 5 5 5b i ski x scnddcedsiis Mr BALLS, 
Sir Harry’s Servant, Mr HARLEY, 
Lady Bab’s. Maid..............+2. Mrs ORGER, 
Kitty, Mrs HUMBY, 
Lady Charlotte’s Maid.......... . Miss CHERRY. 


To-morrow, Mrsaniello, and Hyder Ali. 

















Theatre Roval, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, the Opera of 


ARTAXERXES, 


The Music composed by Dr. Arne, 


Artaxerxes...........+ce+-..--Miss H. CAWSE, 
Artabanes, Mr BRAHAM, : 
Arbaces.....s..ssecceseceeeseeseeuMr WILSON. 
Rimenes, Mr HENRY, 


MT LP rer ee s HORTON, 
-  Mandane, Miss SHIRREFF. 


In Act 2, will be introduced the 


Quintette of “ Mild as the Moonbeams,”. (Braham.) 


The Choruses by Mess. Beale, Benedict, May, 
Barclay, Birt, Caulfield, Miller, Shegog, S. & C. Tett, Willing. 
Mesds. Appleton, Brown, Goodson, Goodwin, Goward, &c. 





After which, a new Farce, (with Music,) called 


Country Quarters. 


The Music composed by Mr Barnett. 


Mr Desargus. sees. Mr BARTLEY, Captain Valcour......Mr ABBOTT; 
* Bounce, Mr WRENCH. 
Finette, Miss POOLE, Julia, Miss STOHWASSER, 
Madame Valcour, Miss TAYLOR. 


To conclude with, (16th time) a new Farce, in 2 Acts, called 


The Irish Ambassador. 


Preceded by Mehul’s Overture to D?UNE FOLIE. 


The Grand Doke, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Count Morenos, (the Spanish Ambassador) Mr BARTLEY, 
Prince Rodolph, Mr ABBOTT, 
Baron Lowincraft, (the Saxon Ambassador) Mr F. MATTHEWS 
Sir Patrick O’Pleaipo, (A.D.C.) Mr POWER, 
Olniutz...cccccceoeMr BARNES, Herman. cccccsee Mr IRWIN, 


Isabella, Miss TAYLOR, 
Lady Emily Delauney. ‘cinema E. TREE. 


- ‘To-morrow, The Revenge, with The Irish Ambassador. 


“Printed & Published every Morning, by E. Tuomas, Exeter Street, —— 
Exeter Hall, Strand.—All Letters to be post paid. 














